
BOY FALLS FROM THE SKY 
PLOT SUMMARY 

 
We begin with Jake Epstein in the backseat of his parents’ mini-van, on a road trip to New York 
at the age of 9 to see his first Broadway show. From that innocent beginning, Epstein is 
accepted into an arts high school, and books a lead in Oliver at the Princess of Wales Theatre 
in Toronto - his first professional theatre gig. From there, he heads to the set of Degrassi and 
stars on that Canadian teen soap opera for the next few years, before attending National 
Theatre School and traveling back to NYC at the age of 17. In New York, he sees Spring 
Awakening and it affects him deeply. A few months later, he goes to an open call audition for 
the lead role of Melchior. While he doesn't get the part, a year later, he is asked to join the 
National Tour, and he goes out on the road.  
 
His first time on tour, Epstein is incredibly nervous, particularly from being reviewed in cities 
across the USA. When he arrives home, everyone asks what it was like on tour? Epstein 
decides to hide the truth about his terrible stage fright and fear of reviews, and tells everyone 
that he “loved every minute of it.” 
 
From there, he is cast in the American Idiot National Tour. He is equally nervous on this tour 
and ends up straining his voice, resulting in weeks of vocal rest when he's not on stage. He 
returns home, and again decides to hide the truth about his vocal troubles and the loneliness 
from not being allowed to talk very much. He tells everyone he loved every minute of the tour. 
 
Now 24, he gets cast as the lead in Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark. As thrilling as the 
experience is, living in NYC is also a challenge. He misses his girlfriend back home, and on top 
of that, he sprains both his wrists and ankles while flying onstage. But when his friends and 
family ask him about the show, he says that he’s loving every minute of it.  
 
After eight months as Spider-Man, he leaves because he is offered his first original Broadway 
role as Carole King’s husband in Beautiful: The Carole King Musical. King herself shows up to 
rehearsals one day and tells him: “don’t make Gerry the villain.” However, Epstein is surprised 
when New York audiences begin booing his performance. He can’t help but feel that he’s letting 
Carole down by not making his character sympathetic. A week before the show opens, Epstein 
has a panic attack onstage and goes to a hospital. His breathing becomes strained as a result 
of a bronchial infection and anxiety which leads him to a voice specialist. A depression begins to 
take over. At the end of his contract, he is not renewed with Beautiful and returns home to 
Toronto. When he is home, he gets asked again about his experiences originating a role in a 
Broadway show. And for the first time, he doesn’t know what to say. 
 
Epstein ultimately marries his girlfriend from Canada, and gets back into the world of film and 
television. He also gets a call out of the blue from the producers of Beautiful, asking him to 
come back to the show. Epstein does return to Beautiful, and is able to reclaim his experience 
starring on Broadway with a new perspective. 
 


