Romeo and Juliet, Part 1 – Shakespeare: Say It!
Synopsis


Romeo and Juliet, Part 1 – Shakespeare: Say It! is a unique storytelling experience where artist and audience join to create a collective telling of the star-crossed lovers, all the way up to that balcony scene (the lovers live!). Using a made-to-measure version of the classic text, Romeo and Juliet, Part 1 – Shakespeare: Say It! creator and performer, Dana Schindel, embodies multiple characters and invites the audience to read a few easy lines of the play light-projected in the space. Fear not! Only willing, pre-arranged volunteers will be singled out, the group reads the lines as a group, and the lines have been combed for clarity… and merrymaking! There are delights for Shakespeare lovers, Shakespeare newbies, and even Shakespeare haters are enjoying this new twist on the telling. Shakespeare’s original themes remain intact and care is taken to celebrate the language, the audience, and the time we spend together. The result is a new, fun, and joyful experience for an audience that leaves feeling lighter and closer to themselves and each other. 
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From Mariam Tirani for Kingston Theatre Alliance: 
“This delightfully creative show turns Romeo and Juliet into an interactive story, inviting the audience to step into the iconic roles themselves. Armed with character cards and visual cues, you’re not just watching the famous tragedy unfold; you’re telling it.
You become part of a small theatre company on a mission to perform one of Shakespeare’s most recognizable plays, one that many of us have not read since we had to for high school English. But unlike those classroom readings, this version is far more interactive. 
If the thought of wrestling with the complicated and convoluted language of Shakespeare makes you break out in a cold sweat, fear not, because Schindel has streamlined and shortened the text so it’s both understandable and doable within the Fringe festival’s 60 minute time cap. On-screen emojis hint at the tone, and playful cues such as “Laugh like a bro” and “Stand up and dance at the party” turn even the most intimidating lines into comedy. The result is a story that’s surprisingly easy to follow and consistently hilarious.”
