
A Brief History of Beer - Synopsis 
 
A Brief History of Beer is a one-hour adventure through the beertinuum on a mission to save 
beer. 
 
The audience comes “on board” the Pint Machine Xythos, armed with whatever beverages they 
choose (this is usually beer!). Captain Trish and Science Officer Will explain the mission of the 
ship - to protect the world from nefarious types who want to destroy beer, and that some 
mysterious villain has stolen our beer and has replaced it with giant corporations and bland 
lagers.  
 
The protocols of the ship are taught - health and safety measures during “time jumps”, what to 
do in case of an emergency, and that the audience should pay attention because there will be a 
trivia question with a prize at the end of the show. 
 
Then, in order to find out what happened so we can prevent it from happening again, the crew 
takes the audience back in time and through a series of sketches, songs, funny lectures, moves 
forward through the ages of beer, from way back in ancient Sumeria through to today. But it’s 
not that easy - the ships breaks down quite a bit, and the only way to restore the “power and 
gravity of the ship” is through drinking together. Eventually the crew find themselves discovering 
clues as to why most of the world’s beer today is owned by super corporations - from men 
taking over the industry with the industrial revolution, to the prohibition, to EP Taylor laying the 
grounds for corporate takeovers, to the Great Depression. 
 
Finally while watching a series of tv advertisements, the Captain makes a realization - that the 
power to choose lies in the hands of the audience, in the hands of drinkers, in the hands of the 
consumers themselves. There is a huge craft beer movement happening all over the world, and 
we all need to take responsibility and understand what we are drinking and who makes it. 
 
And with that, the crew decides to take the ship home, where there is a final sing along, and 
someone wins a beer. Cheers! 


