
SYNOPSIS 
In the summer of 2009, Cory Thibert was 
a quiet 19-year-old living in his parents’ 
basement. He was working as a serv-
er to pay his college tuition, spending 
time with his animal-loving girlfriend, 
and starting a theatre company with his 
best friend. When the Ottawa Affordable 
Housing Unit informs his parents that 
they have to move out of the only home 
Cory has ever known, it sets in motion 
a series of events that uncover the truth 
about what has set his family apart, 
and force Cory to find his voice...with a 
scream.

With laugh-out-loud humour and heart-
breaking honesty, AWKWARD HUG 
transports us to the discomfort of nav-
igating adulthood for the first time. 
Through masterful storytelling and inti-
mate reflection, Cory explores what con-
stitutes “normal” in our world, and how 
having two parents with cerebral palsy 
forces his family outside those margins.  
AWKWARD HUG has its Toronto pre-
miere at the Toronto Fringe Festival  
Theatre Passe Muraille - Mainspace 
July 4th - 15th 2018
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