
Synopsis of Harlem of the North 
 
Harlem of the North is a musical theatre production set in Montreal during the 
1920s, a period when the city was becoming one of North America's most vibrant 
centres for jazz, nightlife, and cultural exchange. Against the backdrop of the 
Harlem Renaissance era, the story explores themes of ambition, identity, family, 
and the pursuit of dreams within Montreal's growing Black community. 
 
 
The play follows Ella, a young woman whose family relocates to Montreal 
seeking new opportunities and a brighter future. As she adjusts to life in a rapidly 
changing city, Ella becomes captivated by the energy of the local jazz scene. 
Music offers her a sense of freedom and possibility, inspiring her to imagine a 
future beyond the expectations placed upon her by family and society. 
 
 
At its core, Harlem of the North is a coming-of-age story about finding one's voice 
and defining success on one's own terms. Ella's journey reflects the struggles 
and triumphs of individuals who dare to pursue their dreams despite the 
obstacles they face. The play celebrates the importance of community, the 
enduring power of music, and the courage required to follow a path that is 
uniquely one's own. 
 
Combining historical context with heartfelt storytelling, Harlem of the North offers 
a moving portrait of Montreal during the Jazz Age while exploring universal 
themes that continue to resonate with audiences today. 
 
 


