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Joanne O’Sullivan and Chris Earle reunite for She Grew Funny 
 
Toronto – Eleven years after they first teamed up for the 2006 show Any Second Now (“Wryly and 
sometimes brutally funny”, Edmonton Sun), WGC Award-winner Joanne O’Sullivan (This Hour Has 
22 Minutes) and Dora Award-winner Chris Earle (Radio:30) are putting the band back together for 
O’Sullivan’s new play, She Grew Funny. The one-woman show will run at the Factory Theatre Studio 
as part of Toronto Fringe. 
 
Once again, O’Sullivan knew Earle was the only choice to direct her. Already known for wringing wry 
comedy from everyday life, with She Grew Funny, O’Sullivan goes deeper and darker than ever.  
“This show is the sometimes hard, often funny, true story of how my life changed when my daughter 
turned 6, the same age I was when my own mother died,” she says. “A pivotal moment that sent me 
on a journey to try answer the question I see in everyone’s expression the moment they find out about 
my loss – “What did you become having lost your mother so young?”   
 
Earle, who has a reputation for helming revues at The Second City with the hardest satirical bite 
(Sixteen Scandals, The Hotline Always Blings Twice) was a perfect fit for She Grew Funny. “Chris has 
a great eye for finding comedy in truth,” says O’Sullivan, “and he honours the story, rarely leading me 
towards the cheap laugh.” With Brett McCaig, (Waiting for Trudeau: Return of the King, and Rob 
Ford: The Musical) as producer, we’re all working towards that same balance of dark and funny.” 
 
Fresh off a stint as a contributing writer for season 3 of the Baroness Von Sketch Show on CBC, 
O’Sullivan is looking forward to sharing her story, if only to get a chance to let everyone know she’s 
doing fine. “Every time I tell people my mother died when I was so young, I end up having to reassure 
them, like ‘I’m okay. Don’t be upset. I’m fine. Are YOU okay?’”  But she’s also keen to share a story 
that can resonate with anyone. “Anyone who’s experienced any kind of loss will see themselves in this 
journey.”   
 
And while her daughter is too young to see it, O’Sullivan says there’s a message for her in the show. 
“I want her to know we can come back from tragedy and even find what's funny in a difficult situation - 
given enough space and time.  People are resilient, we’re strong…which means she’s strong, too.” 
 
She Grew Funny opens Friday, July 7 at the Factory Theatre Studio at 1:15 p.m. 
 

She Grew Funny 
Written by & Starring Joanne O’Sullivan 

Directed by Chris Earle 
Produced by O’Sullivan Lane Productions & Brett McCaig Productions  

As part of Toronto Fringe Festival 
Factory Theatre Studio (125 Bathurst St.) 

Fri July 7 (1:15pm) / Sat July 8 (9:00pm) / Sun July 9 (1pm) 
Tues July 11 (2:45pm) / Wed July 12 (11:15pm) / Thurs July 13 (6pm) / Sat July 15 (7:30pm) 

Tickets: $12.00 at the door or online at fringetoronto.com 
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