
Mass Shootings & Survivors Guilt Expertly Explored in The December Man (L’homme 
de décembre)  
 
Toronto, ON - The December Man (L'homme de décembre), by Canadian playwright Colleen Murphy, is 
set in the aftermath of the 1989 Montreal Massacre.  
As we approach the one-year anniversary of the Danforth shooting in Toronto, Murphy’s play, presented 
by Theatre@Eastminster as part of the 2019 Toronto Fringe Festival, is a harrowing exploration of the 
supports necessary to help individuals impacted by this kind of horrific violence, and what happens when 
these supports are absent.  
Theatre@Eastminster’s creative director, Jennifer Thomson, is a Danforth resident, and was called by the 
messaging of the play. “After the shooting, I felt compelled, as an artist, educator and mother, to help my 
children and students learn how to cope, as well as the broader community.”  
The store where a 10-year-old child was shot last July is a place Thomson has celebrated birthdays with 
her own children. There were bullet holes through the window of the coffee shop she goes to every day, 
and her church--where the play will be performed--has bullet holes through their sign. To this day, her 
youngest daughter Violet has asked "What if it happens again? I am worried about that.” This is an eerie 
fo Jean’s growing obsession with being prepared for the next time violence occurs in The December Man 
(L'homme de décembre). 
Just as the Montreal Massacre is permanently etched on the Canadian consciousness, so too, are the 
events of last summer still rippling through the Danforth community. Throughout the play, opportunities for 
healing and discussion are offered . . . and ultimately missed, and the fictional Fournier family suffers in 
private. Theater@Eastminster’s creative team hopes that, by sparking discussion, similar opportunities for 
support are not missed in Toronto.  
Following the completion of each performance, East End United invites audience members to an open 
discussion on the themes explored in the work. This discussion will be facilitated by expert partners, 
presenting a rare and unique safe space for the community to come together for open dialogue.  
Talk back facilitators will be from the Sashbear Foundation, which provides support and training for               
families impacted by emotional dysregulation, joined by Mark Farrant, an expert on the subject of PTSD                
and violent crime, and East End United’s reverend, Sarah Miller.  
 
Theatre@Eastminster in association with The Toronto Fringe Festival presents  
The December Man (L'homme de décembre), Written by Canadian Playwright, Colleen Murphy  
Directed by Jennifer CD Thomson  
Starring Stephen Flett, Kris Langille and Jonas Trottier  
Stage Manager: Adele Thomson, Assistant Stage Manager: Katie Norman  
Production Manager: Shawn McDonald, Voice & Dialect coach: Christine Berg  
Set design: Ron McKay, Lighting Design: Chris Bennett 
Opens July 4, 2019 runs to July 14, 2019  
EASTMINSTER UNITED CHURCH COMMUNITY SPACE 310 Danforth Avenue, Toronto, ON M4K 1N6 
Venue Details: Accessible - Limited (Narrow Hallways)  / Air Conditioned - No / Outdoor – No  
Performances:  
July 4, 6:00pm , July 5 7:30pm, July 6, 4:30pm, July 12, 7:30pm, July 13, 6:00pm, July 14, 1:00pm  
Runtime: 90 minutes 
Please note that there is absolutely no latecomer seating.  
Tickets: Available now. Purchase online: fringetoronto.com By Phone: 416-966-1062 In Person: During 
the festival at POSTSCRIPT, the patio at the Toronto Fringe. Located in the Hockey Rink at 275 Bathurst 
Street (Dundas + Bathurst)  
Toronto Fringe Communications Manager: Claire Wynveen, communications@fringetoronto.com  
Media Rep Contact: Shawn McDonald  
Media Rep Phone: 647-332-8977, Media Rep Email: shawn.m.mcdonald@gmail.com  
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