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This guide uses plain language to provide audiences, particularly neurodiverse audiences, with specific sensory details of programming in advance to help guide your experience.
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Access Measures

This production is unable to offer relaxed performances or assisted performances.

About Divine Monster

The setting is nighttime, present day, in a Parisian cemetery. 
The lights are shadowy to suggest a cemetery at night. At one point, there is a coloured spotlight that grows in brightness.
Sound effects include gonging sounds, bells and chimes, and a cell phone ringing incessantly.
The actors do move, but the show is primarily dialogue driven.

PLOT SUMMARY – SPOILER ALERT
A distraught young Canadian musician rushes in to a cemetery seeking respite. She becomes lost, vulnerable and contemplates suicide. She finds herself at the grave of the famous French actress Sarah Bernhardt. She takes a knife from her backpack and looks at it. Sarah’s ghost appears. Sarah is trapped in the cemetery, unable to move on because of unfinished business. Other ghosts round out the cast. One knows of an old magic spell: a ghost can exchange places with a human if that person is willing. But it can only happen under a rare blood moon. Tonight is the night. But a lot happens before the time for the ritual arrives. Sarah and Martha share the details of their lives. Sarah receives a glimpse into the world of the 21st century. Martha learns of the many challenges and hard times that Sarah endured despite having a successful career and achieving worldwide fame.


Run Time
60 minutes with no intermission


Content Warnings and Advisories
Please be advised that Divine Monster includes discussion of suicide, coarse language and alcohol use.
Age rating: 18 years of age or older

Cast and Characters

BONNIE ANDERSON plays the role of the ghost of Sarah Bernhardt, the great French actress (1844-1923).
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GREG CAMPBELL plays the role of several ghost characters, including Albert Edward (the Prince of Wales, son of Queen Victoria, and eventually King Edward VII; 1841-1910) and Prince Henri de Ligne (a Belgian nobleman; 1837-1914).

[image: ]


HOPE GOUDSWARD plays the role of Martha, a 25-year-old Canadian musician.
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Set

The set consists of three set pieces, rectangular in shape and covered in grey cloth to suggest, in an abstract way, the tombstones in a cemetery.


Costumes
One actor and one actress are dressed in late-19th-century garb. The colour palette is muted—grey, white and gold—to appear ghostlike. Another actress is dressed in modern day clothes in bright colour.

Get in Touch
If you have any questions or concerns about this access guide or planning your visit to Divine Monster at the 2025 Toronto Fringe Festival, please reach out.

Contact Name
Co-producer
Email: debra.hale@utoronto.ca
 

If you want to tell the Fringe about your experience or have feedback that you would like to share, you can call, write, or send an email to the Fringe.

Our address is:
100 Broadview Avenue, Suite 400
Toronto, ON
M4M 3H3

Our email address is:
access@fringetoronto.com

Our phone number is:
416-966-1062

Thank you for coming to the 2025 Toronto Fringe Festival.
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