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Please note that much of the information in this document is based on information from 
Underbelly at Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2019. We will  update this information as we 
continue the planning process for Fringe 2022, in line with government guidance. If there is 
any information that is essential for your show, please double check it with the 
Programming Team on programming@underbelly.co.uk.  
 
 
If you require this information in a different format, please email programming@underbelly.co.uk.   
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ABOUT UNDERBELLY 
 
Underbelly is one of the most established and popular venues at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, where we 
have been presenting an eclectic and exciting mix of theatre, comedy, circus, children’s shows, cabaret, 
music and more since 2000. It’s a thumping, cultural hub at the centre of the biggest arts festival in the world. 
 
We programme across all genres, in spaces ranging from 42-seat and 60-seat venues in Bristo Square and 
Cowgate, to the 1000-seat McEwan Hall and the 550 Lafayette big top at Underbelly’s Circus Hub on the 
Meadows. Of course, we also have the Udderbelly, our upside-down purple cow venue in George Square, 
that’s been grazing in Edinburgh since 2006. In 2019, we welcomed Central Hall to our pastures as a ground 
for eclectic music events and fun Fringe party nights. Our dedication to programming challenging, original 
work and our brand reputation as a fun, progressive and dynamic venue has kept Underbelly at the forefront 
of the Fringe for the last 20 years. 
  

‘….Underbelly is one of the most exciting, atmospheric spaces on the Fringe and, increasingly, 
one of the most important’ The Guardian 

 
In 2019 we presented over 200 shows a day in 22 performance spaces to over 420,000 people, gaining almost 
a thousand 4 & 5-star reviews, awards and nominations. 2022 will mean more fantastic shows and more 
opportunities for our audiences to see a varied, exhilarating programme at our brilliant venues.  
 
Outside of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, Underbelly runs several festivals and events including Underbelly 
Festival Cavendish Square and London Wonderground at Earl’s Court, Udderbelly Festival Hong Kong, 
Christmas in Leicester Square, Edinburgh’s Christmas and Edinburgh’s Hogmanay. Through Underbelly 
Productions, we also produce and promote live shows for UK and international touring. In short, Underbelly 
is all about entertainment.  

 
 
ABOUT THE EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FRINGE 
 
Chartered in the 40s as a revolutionary alternative, every August Edinburgh is transformed into a 24-hour 
city host to the world’s largest arts festival comprising of The Edinburgh Festival Fringe, The Edinburgh 
International Festival, The Television Festival, The Edinburgh Military Tattoo, The Book Festival and The Jazz 
Festival. 
 
The Fringe attracts over 1,500 accredited members of the media representing over 40 different countries 
around the world and thousands of international and domestic talent scouts, producers, promoters and arts 
buyers. Along with audiences in their millions, the Edinburgh fringe is a thrilling marketplace for artists across 
the world.  
 
The Fringe Society is a professional working organisation based in Edinburgh and a wealth of knowledge for 
anyone wishing to bring a show to Fringe. You can find more information on the Fringe Society’s website 
here: https://www.edfringe.com/take-part.   
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WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
 
Underbelly is committed to programming the best of new talent and new writing. It’s what we’re most 
interested in and why Underbelly has soared on the Fringe scene. We’re looking for productions that excite 
and intrigue, and that suit our spaces. We’re also, of course, looking for shows that we feel will interest 
audiences and sell tickets. We spend time curating what we feel is the best programme possible from the 
applications we receive and work closely and collaboratively with performers and producers to ensure they 
get the most out of their Fringe run. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
APPLYING 
 
We programme on a rolling basis, mainly from January to April, across all genres.  
 
We schedule up to 10 shows per day in each of our spaces, and shows can start from 10am and finish as 
late as 3am. Many shows will run for the full duration of the Fringe but it can be possible to programme 
shows for shorter runs. 
 
Shows usually run for around 60 minutes. In most of our spaces, we allow 10 minutes for get-in and 10 for 
get-out, which includes audience in and out. 
 
Please provide as much information as possible about the show including links to any video clips, scripts, 
reviews and images you may have. If you wish to send any supporting material by post, please send them 
to: Programming Team, Underbelly, 36-38 Hatton Garden, London, EC1N 8EB. 
 
If you have any questions about the application form or you wish to send us any additional information via 
email, please email programming@underbelly.co.uk.  
 
We consider applications from productions at all stages of development and are happy to come and see 
work in progress/ scratch performances or read initial ideas. If you wish to invite us to a performance of 
your work, please email programming@underbelly.co.uk.  
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OUR VENUES AND SPACES 
OUR 2022 VENUES ARE STILL UNCONFIRMED. HOWEVER, OUR 2019 SET-UP WAS AS BELOW: 
  
We run spaces across 5 different venues in Edinburgh during the Fringe. 
 
A list of our spaces and their capacities is below. Please visit the Spaces section of our website to find 
further information, pictures and technical plans, and to see any new spaces we may have added: 
www.underbellyedinburgh.co.uk/perform/spaces  
 
Please note that venue information can be subject to change from year to year. If you have any specific technical requirements, 
please ensure that you double check the space information with the Programming team ahead of being confirmed for a timeslot 
in one of our spaces. 
 
UNDERBELLY COWGATE 
 
Our original venue, Underbelly Cowgate, is unlike any other venue on the Fringe, comprising of 7 venues and 
4 bars spread over four floors of disused bank vaults, with entrances on both Cowgate and Victoria Street, 
just off George IV Bridge. The spaces within are not your usual run of the mill black boxes, they are 
atmospheric and all have their own personality. All our spaces are technically equipped to a high standard. 
Underbelly Cowgate is open from 10am until 5am and includes the Cow Café – a café during the day and, at 
night, a space for free music and entertainment. 
 
Underbelly Cowgate houses the following spaces: 

• Big Belly (capacity: 60) 
• Delhi Belly (capacity: 60) 
• Iron Belly (capacity: 60) 
• Belly Dancer (capacity: 70 / 120) 
• Belly Laugh (capacity: 90) 
• Belly Button (capacity: 123) 
• White Belly (capacity: 120) 

 
UNDERBELLY BRISTO SQUARE 
 
Our Bristo Square venue is truly at the heart of the Fringe. With a beautiful outdoor bar area in the centre 
of the square and the magnificent, refurbished McEwan Hall overlooking the audiences that gather at this 
hub, it houses a number of spaces of various sizes. 
 
Underbelly Bristo Square houses the following spaces: 

• Daisy (capacity: 42) 
• Clover (capacity: 60) 
• Dexter (capacity: 60) 
• Buttercup (capacity: 76) 
• Jersey (capacity: 90) 
• Friesian (capacity: 115) 
• Dairy Room (capacity: 118) 
• Ermintrude (capacity: 196) 
• Cowbarn (capacity: 276) 
• McEwan Hall (capacity: approx. 1000) 
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UNDERBELLY GEORGE SQUARE 
 
Underbelly George Square is the home of our iconic upside-down purple cow venue, as well as being a 
bustling garden in the centre of Edinburgh’s Old Town with a gorgeous pasture area featuring outdoor bars 
and food concessions, open early ’til late. 
 
Underbelly George Square houses the following spaces: 

• Wee Coo (capacity: 60) 
• Udderbelly (capacity: 410) 

 
UNDERBELLY’S CIRCUS HUB ON THE MEADOWS 
 
Underbelly’s Circus Hub launched on the Meadows in 2015 and consists of 2 venues specifically designed to 
house the best in international circus and cabaret at the Fringe, including more technically advanced 
productions, as well as an outdoor bar and food concessions. 
 
Underbelly’s Circus Hub houses the following spaces: 

• The Beauty (capacity: 500) 
• The Lafayette (capacity: 550) 

 
UNDERBELLY CENTRAL HALL 
 
In 2019, we were proud to open Edinburgh’s beautiful Central Hall as an Underbelly venue for music and 
party nights. The space has a raised stage, with a lower and balcony level for audiences, and grand ceilings 
and ornate architecture. Events can be seated or standing up to around 750 capacity.    
 
OTHER SPACES 
 
We may add some new spaces to our programme for 2022 and we have worked with a number of site-
specific shows in the past. If your show doesn’t fit in one of the spaces listed above, it’s still worth sending 
us as much information as possible about the show in case there are other spaces we can suggest or new 
ones we’re adding. Keep an eye on our website at www.underbellyedinburgh.co.uk/perform/spaces for 
any updates. 
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MAP OF OUR HUBS 
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OUR DEAL WITH YOU 
 
 
WHAT UNDERBELLY PROVIDE 
 

 Fully equipped spaces for an agreed period in a specific timeslot 

 Front of house, Box Office and Security Staff  

 Technical Support Staff and general lighting and sound rigs 

 Marketing and Press support  

 Show listing on Underbelly Website 

 Organisation and Management of a Joint Venue Brochure with Assembly, Gilded Balloon and 

Pleasance, which is distributed nationally, and inclusion in the Underbelly Mini Guide 

 Show listing on EdFest App  

 Computerised box office linked to the Fringe Office and cross-selling with other major Fringe 

venues online, by phone and in person 

 Dressing Room and Storage facilities 

 Up to 4-hour Technical Rehearsal prior to your first performance 

 Entry into other shows in Underbelly venues, subject to availability  

 Discounts at our bars and a limited number of passes for Abattoir, our private members bar 

 
 
WHAT YOU PROVIDE 
 

 First and foremost, a Great Show! 

 Fringe Programme Entry Information 

 A Press and Marketing Strategy  

 Publicity Materials (including flyers and posters - subject to venue approval)  

 Prompt Payment of all deposits, Fringe Registration and Joint Venue Brochure fee by the deadlines 

given prior to the Festival  

 Completed Technical Questionnaires and Risk Assessments by given deadlines 

 Technicians to Operate Your Show (or we can provide operators for £25 +VAT each per show)  

 A Public Liability Insurance policy. (We take out a full public liability policy for the venue but ask 

that companies also have a policy that covers their work within our venues). 
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VENUE RENTAL CHARGES 
 
We charge a facility fee for the rental of the venue and our services. This is whichever is higher of: 

(i) A split of your box office takings (usually 40%) 
(ii) A minimum guarantee (usually based on what Underbelly’s split would be in the case of 

expected minimum attendance, usually calculated at an average of 40% capacity across the 
festival) 

 
Our split is calculated as a percentage of your gross box office if you are not VAT registered, or of your net 
box office if you are VAT registered.  
 
We ask for a deposit against the guarantee ahead of the Fringe and deduct the rest of the facility fee owing 
to us from your gross box office proceeds at the end of the festival. 
 
EXAMPLE DEAL 
Below is an example minimum guarantee for a 60-capacity space for a non-VAT registered company.  
To calculate the deal for a different space, simply change the capacity in the calculations. 
If you are VAT registered, deduct VAT from your potential box office income at step 3. 
 
 
Work out your average ticket price. For a 60-seater venue this would likely be around £9.50.	
	

1. Calculate the number of performances you’d be doing 
o For Underbelly Cowgate venues, this would likely be 24 (the 25 days the venue is open for, with 

one day off) 
o For other Underbelly venues, this would likely be 26 (the 27 days the venues are open for, with 

one day off) 
 

2. Calculate CAPACITY x AVERAGE TICKET PRICE x NUMBER OF PERFORMANCES to give your estimated 
gross potential box office income 
- e.g. 60 x £9.50 x 26 = £14,820 

 
3. Calculate your gross box office income at expected minimum attendance (40%) 
- e.g. 24 (40% of capacity) x £9.50 x 26 = £5,928 

 
4. The guarantee to Underbelly would be Underbelly’s share (usually 40%) of expected minimum 

attendance 
- e.g. £5,928 x 0.4 = £2,371.20 

 
5. The deposit (payable in monthly installations over February, March & April) is usually 50% of the 

guarantee 
- e.g. £2,371.20 x 0.5 = £1,185.60 

 
 
DISCUSSING OTHER DEALS 
The above is our standard deal that applies to most companies – occasionally we can offer variations on 
this. If this doesn’t work for your show, it may be worth getting in touch with us anyway to open a 
discussion (particularly if you are a company coming to the Fringe for the first time) and to ask if there are 
any alternatives we can offer.  
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KARAM DEO: TABLE FOR ONE
Colla Voce Theatre
If you've been unlucky in love, nothing makes you feel 
better about yourself than laughing at someone else. Enter 
Karam Deo, as he takes you on his personal journey of 
regretful romances and dating disasters. This charmingly 
cheeky show combines witty musical numbers and 
hilarious storytelling to prove that it's a !ne line between 
hopelessly romantic and romantically hopeless.
www.collavocetheatre.co.uk | Twitter: @collavoceshef
BBBBB FORGE PRESS 
 

£6.50 £9 !£8" £10 !£9"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 

OTHER COSTS TO CONSIDER 
 
THESE DETAILS ARE STILL TO BE CONFIRMED FOR 2022. HOWEVER, IN 2019 THE COSTS WERE AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
FRINGE BROCHURE REGISTRATION 
 
Underbelly will register your production with the Fringe society once an offer is accepted (you should not 
register yourself). This means you will be listed in the Fringe brochure, on the edfringe.com website and on 
the EdFringe app. You can also take advantage of their participant services. As a guide, here were the 2019 
fees: 
 
Earlybird (earlier registration deadline) 6+ performances:  £295.20 (£246 + VAT) 
Full rate 6+ performances:      £393.60 (£328 + VAT) 
3 – 5 performances:       £204 (£170 + VAT)  
1 – 2 performances:       £96 (£80 + VAT) 
 
 
BOX OFFICE COMMISSION  
 
The Fringe Society charge a box office commission of 4% + VAT of gross box office sales for all tickets sold 
through their terminals to cover ticket printing and credit card charges. 
 
Underbelly charges a commission of 3% + VAT of gross box office for all ticket sales through our Box Office 
channels to cover the same. 
 
 
JOINT VENUE BROCHURE REGISTRATION 
 
This cost covers the entry in the Joint Venue Brochure which Underbelly produces in conjunction with 
Assembly, Gilded Balloon and Pleasance, listing on the edfest.com website and listing on the EdFest app. 
Your show will also be included in the Underbelly Mini Guide, a pocket-sized guide that is widely 
distributed around our venues and is very popular with our audiences. The 2019 registration fees were: 
 
Single entry      £600 (£500 + VAT) 
Double entry      £1080 (£900 + VAT) 
Quad entry      £1920 (£1600 + VAT) 
 
Note: A Quad entry is equal to a half page space in the brochure.  
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PRS & PPL 
 
PRS & PPL are charged based on the amount of copyrighted music used in your show. The PRS charge can 
be up to 6% + VAT of your gross Box Office. There may also be an additional PPL charge on top. All shows 
must complete a PRS & PPL form by the deadline in August which will be communicated by the Fringe 
office. The form will assess what music you are using and apply a rate based on this (0.5%, 3%, 5% etc.) The 
form must be completed even if no music is used in your show, to avoid paying the basic rate of 4% +VAT. 
 
TECHNICAL OPERATORS 
 
We can provide technical operators to operate your show if required, charged at £25 + VAT per person per 
hour. Please note that, due to the busy nature of the venues, it will not be the same operator for every 
show, as our operators work on a rotating schedule. However, we will try to ensure that all operators who 
work on your show have a good knowledge of the cues and show requirements. If your show has a large 
number of cues or is complex in terms of how the cues fit with the show structure or script, you may wish 
to use your own operator.  
 
TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT 
 
We can assist you with hiring any technical equipment or instruments you may need that aren’t already in 
the venue in advance of the festival. We would hire these from our preferred technical supplier and pass 
on the cost to you at settlement. We can sometimes split the cost of equipment across multiple shows if 
there are other companies in the same venue that require the same equipment. Our technical staff can 
arrange these hires in the weeks before the festival. Please note that any equipment hired through 
Underbelly will be subject to a 15% + VAT commission fee. 
 
FOREIGN ENTERTAINERS TAX 
 
If any of your company members are not UK residents for tax purposes, you may be liable to pay Foreign 
Entertainers Tax. This tax obliges Underbelly to withhold a percentage of the gross box office receipts if 
they exceed a certain amount as determined in writing by the Foreign Entertainers Unit to us.  
 
See www.gov.uk/guidance/pay-tax-in-the-uk-as-a-foreign-performer for more information. You can apply 
for a reduced tax payment by submitting an FEU8 form. Your expected venue rental fee should be included 
as an expense on this form. It can take some time for this to be processed by HMRC and to confirm any 
updated withholding tax rate with us so please ensure you submit this as soon as possible ahead of the 
festival. 
 
INSURANCE 
 
We take out a full public liability policy for the venue but ask that companies also take out their own third 
party liability insurance for their own activity.  Please note that the contractual party details must match 
the party listed on the insurance documents.  
 
 
MERCHANDISE 
 
It’s possible to sell merchandise at our venues as long as this relates to your show and company. You will 
have an opportunity to tell us about this ahead of the Fringe so our team can set this up on our payments 
system. Any merchandise sold at Underbelly venues will be subject to a 15% + VAT commission fee.  
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ACCESS 
 
Most of our spaces are wheelchair accessible but, as some sit within old existing buildings, unfortunately 
not all are step-free.  
 
We are, of course, happy to discuss ways to make your performance accessible and we encourage 
conversations about arranging extra performances in step-free spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please check the spaces on our website to learn more about the access in each venue: 
http://www.underbellyedinburgh.co.uk/perform/spaces 
 
We recommend considering having one of your performances as relaxed/extra live and are happy to 
discuss how you can achieve this.  
 
We had a number of captioned performances in our venues in 2019 but once again hope to increase that 
number for 2022. We would also encourage conversations about including BSL-interpreted performances 
in your run. More information on accessible performances can be found on the Fringe website: 
https://www.edfringe.com/take-part/putting-on-an-accessible-show 
 
If anyone in your company has specific access requirements, please do discuss these with us. We will work 
to facilitate these requirements in our venues and are happy to support you in trying to make your Fringe 
experience as smooth as possible. 
 
If you, or you someone you know, would benefit from information regarding putting on a show at the 
fringe in video rather than written format, the FringeCast series can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZsgtvtBlH7GBEFXZmogUZ-hLq0sH2dYU	
 
For accessibility information at the Fringe as a whole, contact equalities@edfringe.com 
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

To apply to perform at Underbelly for Edinburgh Fringe 2022, please head to 
www.underbellyedinburgh.co.uk/perform/apply-to-perform.  

 
Please contact the Programming Team (programming@underbelly.co.uk) with any further questions. 
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TIMELINE & KEY DATES 2022 
 
*These dates are currently under review for 2022 and will be updated shortly. 
 
January – April:  Applications reviewed by programmers & offers made 
 
TBC:    Fringe Registration Deadlines 
     

Fringe Brochure Advert Booking and Artwork Deadlines 
 
Deposit instalments, fringe registration & JVB fees payments  

            
Fringe programme proofing and listing sign-off 

     
Joint Venue Brochure (EdFest) sign-off 

 
  Fringe programme on sale 
 

Joint Venue Brochure (EdFest) published 
 

   Fringe brochure published    
 
31 July – 04 August (TBC): Get-ins and technical rehearsals for shows 
    (Your tech rehearsal timeslot will be confirmed nearer the festival) 
 
03 – 29 August:  Underbelly venues open for Fringe 
 
 
 

 
 

Find out more about us at www.underbelly.co.uk 
 


